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______________________________________________________________________________ 

What to Enter  

We are seeking nature (landscape or wildlife) digital images taken in the Quabbin Region, which 

is made up of the following 12 towns:   

● Athol   

● Barre   

● Belchertown   

● Hardwick   

● New Salem   

● Orange   

● Pelham  

● Petersham   

● Phillipston   

● Shutesbury   

● Ware   

● Wendell   

Each entrant may enter a maximum of three photographs.   

Images must be submitted online through a link provided at https://www.QuabbinDays.org.   

The person making the entry must be a resident of the town of Athol.  

Image Size  

Send in the highest-resolution photographs without exceeding 10 MB (10,000 KB). Entries 

should have a resolution of at least 3000 x 3000 pixels.   

File Type  

Entries must be in JPEG format and use the following file naming convention:   

LASTNAME-FIRSTINITIAL-PhotoTitle.jpg (example: SMITH-J-Quabbinsunrise.jpg).   

Photos that have been digitally altered beyond standard optimization may not be entered.  

Standard optimization is defined as removal of dust, cropping, adjustments to color and contrast, 

etc.   

No images created or significantly altered using Artificial Intelligence will be permitted.   
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Limitations  

In order to qualify, photographs must be taken in the Quabbin Region, must be the original work 

of the submitter, may not have been previously published and must not infringe upon the 

copyrights, trademarks, rights of privacy, publicity or other intellectual property or other rights 

of any person or entity. Photos cannot be sexually explicit or suggestive, violent or derogatory of 

any ethnic, racial, gender, religious, professional or age group, profane or pornographic, or 

contain nudity; Content cannot include or promote alcohol, illegal drugs, tobacco, 

firearms/weapons (or the use of any of the aforementioned), any activities that may appear 

unsafe or dangerous, or any particular political agenda or message; Content cannot be obscene or 

offensive or endorse any form of hate or hate group; Content cannot defame, misrepresent or 

contain disparaging remarks about Sponsors; Content cannot contain trademarks, logos or trade 

dress (such as distinctive packaging or building exteriors/interiors) owned by others, or advertise 

or promote any brand or product of any kind, without permission, or contain any personal 

identification, such as license plate numbers, personal names, email addresses or street addresses; 

Content cannot contain copyrighted materials owned by others (including photographs, 

sculptures, paintings and other works of art or images published on or in websites, television, 

movies or other media) without permission; Content cannot contain materials embodying the 

names, likenesses, photographs, or other identifying any person, living or dead, without 

permission; Content cannot communicate messages or images inconsistent with the positive 

images and/or goodwill to which Sponsors wish to associate; and Content cannot depict and 

cannot itself be in violation of any law or otherwise.  

Entries containing prohibited or inappropriate content as determined by the Quabbin Days Photo 

contest selection committee or its designee, or its sole discretion, will not be eligible and will be 

rejected.  

______________________________________________________________________________  

Who Should Enter  

Quabbin Days Nature Photography contest is open to photographers of all skill levels and ages, 

with the exception of employees of the Athol Public Library or their immediate family members.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Code of Ethics  

In alignment with the Mass Audubon photography standards, we also include these shared 

provisions:  

● Images submitted must not be obtained by harassment or disturbance of wildlife, damage to 

the environment or wildlife by the photographer, or infringe on the rights of any other 

photographer or person. This includes relocating and disturbing nests, feeding wildlife, and 

handling wildlife.  
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When to Enter  

The Contest runs from October 1-31, 2026. All submissions must be received by midnight, 

October 31, 2026.   

______________________________________________________________________________  

Judging and Judging Criteria  

Three winners will be selected by a panel of judges formed by the Athol Public Library.   

Judging Criteria:   

● Originality  

● Technical excellence  

● Composition  

● Features unique and native plants, animals, and ecosystems to the Quabbin Region ● 

Showcases conservation impact   

______________________________________________________________________________  

How To Enter  

Each entrant may enter a maximum of three photographs. All submissions, regardless of original 

format, must be submitted online through https://www.QuabbinDays.org/PhotoContest.   

______________________________________________________________________________  

Awards  

The top three selections will be displayed online on the Athol Public Library 

(info@athollibrary.org) and Quabbin Days (www.QuabbinDays.org) websites.   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Rules  

This photo contest is governed by these rules, terms and conditions and by participating in this 

contest you agree to abide by these rules, terms and conditions. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Rights  

By entering the photo contest, you hereby grant to Athol Public Library nonexclusive, 

worldwide, irrevocable publication rights for your photos in future Athol Public Library 

publicity materials, advertisements, event postings, and promotions, including the Library 

website, social media pages, and printed media and you hereby grant the Athol Public Library all 

rights to the image(s), including the right to edit, adapt, modify, or dispose of the images. You 

also grant the Athol Public Library the right to use your name, city, and state in photo credits.  

http://clapplibrary.org/
http://clapplibrary.org/
http://clapplibrary.org/
https://www.quabbindays.org/
https://www.quabbindays.org/
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By entering the contest, entrants expressly waive any right to inspect or approve of the finished 

images or any printed or electronic matter that may be used with them. Entrants will receive no 

consideration, monetary or otherwise, as a result of the Library’s use of photographs in any 

manner. The images may be used by the Athol Public Library in any manner or media without 

notifying entrants in advance.  

Entrants understand that it is possible for others to potentially copy any and all images for uses 

other than those intended by the Athol Public Library and/or the entrant and that such uses are 

beyond the control of the Athol Public Library and the Library will incur no liability as a result 

thereof. By submitting images to the Athol Public Library, participants agree to release, 

indemnify, defend and hold harmless the Athol Public Library, their Board of Trustees, agents, 

employees, volunteers and representatives, from any and all liability for any injuries, losses, 

claims, actions, demands or damages of any kind arising from or in connection with this contest, 

including without limitation any third party claim for copyright infringement or a violation of an 

individual’s right to privacy and/or publicity right.  

Each participant in the photo contest is responsible for ensuring that they have the right to submit 

photos in accordance with these rules and the Athol Public Library reserves the right to request 

written proof of such permission.  

The Athol Public Library is not responsible for any incorrect or inaccurate information, whether 

caused by website users or by any equipment or programming associated with or utilized in the 

photo contest, or by any technical or human error that may occur in the processing of 

submissions to the photo contest, including but not limited to any misprints or typographical 

errors. The Athol Public Library assumes no responsibility for any error, omission, interruption, 

deletion, defect, delay in operation or transmission, communications line failure, theft or 

destruction or unauthorized access to, or alteration of, entries. The Athol Public Library will not 

be held responsible for any problems or technical malfunction of any telephone network or lines, 

computer equipment, servers, providers, computer on-line systems, software, or failure of email 

on account of technical problems or traffic congestion on the Internet or at any website, 

including injury or damage to entrant's or to any other person's computer related to or resulting 

from participating or uploading images or information in the photo contest.  

If, for any reason, the Library is not capable of completing the contest as planned, including but 

not limited to, any reason of infection by computer virus, bugs, tampering, unauthorized 

intervention, fraud, technical failures or any other causes beyond the control of the Athol Public 

Library that corrupt or affect the administration, security, fairness, integrity or proper conduct of 

the contest, the Athol Public Library reserves the right at their sole discretion to cancel, 

terminate, modify or suspend the contest.  

______________________________________________________________________________  
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Questions?  

Any questions regarding the program can be directed to: Jean Shaughnessy, Library Director, 

978-249-9515, jshaughnessy@cwmars.org. 
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